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SUPPORT THOSE WITH DOWN
SYNDROME

(Mr. SPANO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to bring attention to Down Syn-
drome Awareness Month.

Down Syndrome occurs when abnor-
mal cell division results in a duplicate
of chromosome 21. However, those suf-
fering from this disease are anything
but abnormal, and it is time that they
be viewed as valued members of our
communities.

Although there is no cure or preven-
tion for Downs, there are still nations
working to eradicate the disease using
the only means available to them,
through the willful abortion of babies
identified as having Down Syndrome
during prenatal screenings.

Iceland is an example of a country
where almost all women who receive a
positive test result for Down Syndrome
terminate their pregnancies at the rec-
ommendation of their medical practi-
tioners.

Those with Down Syndrome can and
should be given the opportunity to live
full lives. They can be educated and
employed. They exude joy and grace,
with the most lovable personalities.
Just ask their family and friends.

It is time for the world to stop being
complicit in the genocide of those with
Down Syndrome and to support our
friends born with an extra chro-
mosome. All life has value.

———

HONORING MARINE CORPS RE-
SERVE PFC KENNETH W. LIKENS

(Mr. LEVIN of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. Mr. Speaker,
last week, I experienced one of the true
honors of my time in Congress. I par-
ticipated in the burial of Marine Corps
Reserve Private First Class Kenneth W.
Likens of Mount Clemens, Michigan.

Private Likens died fighting to pro-
tect the freedoms of all of us on the
third day of the Battle of Tarawa Atoll
in the Gilbert Islands in the Pacific
theater during World War II.

Incredibly, his remains, which have
been missing for 75 years, were identi-
fied in May, thanks to the tireless and
underappreciated efforts of Hero
Flight, which refuses to give up the
fight to bring democracy’s heroes
home.

I was so moved to attend this dig-
nified and solemn ceremony at Great
Lakes National Cemetery in Holly,
Michigan, and to meet PFC Likens’
nearest surviving relative, Kenneth
Dolan, who was named for his uncle,
the lost soldier.

PFC Likens is lost no more. He now
rests in peace where he belongs, in the
land of the free and the home of the
brave.
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STATE OF OUR MANUFACTURING

ECONOMY
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PApPPAS). Under the Speaker’s an-

nounced policy of January 3, 2019, the
gentlewoman from Michigan (Ms. STE-
VENS) is recognized for 60 minutes as
the designee of the majority leader.

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
within this Chamber this evening to
give an address on the state of our
manufacturing economy. It is certainly
very significant to do so this evening
in the well of our House of Representa-
tives, one of the more sacred and dis-
tinct places of our democracy, where
we deliberate, exchange, and make our
Nation’s laws.

Certainly, the weight of a great his-
tory is also upon us, and some profound
and oftentimes troubling questions are
asked of us. How do we make govern-
ment work for the people we represent?
How do we restore trust, faith, and ac-
countability in our Federal Govern-
ment?

Henry Clay once said that govern-
ment is a trust, and those elected into
office, into Federal Government, are
its trustees, and they work together for
the benefit of the people.

We hear and see the aching headlines
of dysfunction, of inability, of stagna-
tion, questions around progress and
where we seek and look to go. Trust in
government is at its lowest levels, ac-
cording to Pew.

We are waiting for an infrastructure
deal. We are waiting for tenets of social
justice, of economic justice, of equal
opportunity for education.

This House of Representatives in this
116th Congress has passed some re-
markable bills, over 200, in fact, bills
that colleagues who preceded me
worked for years to get to the House
floor. Now, the American public waits
for those bills to become law, to be
passed through our Senate, to be
signed into law. That is why we are
here today.

It is very intentional this evening
that I speak from the well of this Con-
gress to whoever may be listening.

The facts are also upon us. Today,
the Federal Reserve cut interest rates
for the third time this year as the U.S.
economy continues to slow down amid
‘“‘ongoing trade disputes and weak glob-
al growth.”
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For is it such a fact that 98 percent of
the world’s consumer base exists out-
side of the United States that we are in
a race to sell our best-in-class product
from our best-in-class workforce to the
international markets before us.

We are closing out this decade in just
a few short weeks. It feels like months.
We are entering into a new decade, and
we are asking ourselves what our com-
petitiveness agenda will be.

Tariffs, the tariff war that we are in
so far has cost U.S. businesses $34 bil-
lion since January 2018. Individual
households are now at risk to pay hun-
dreds more for consumer goods as they
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are increasingly impacted by this trade
war: individual households, our Amer-
ican middle class, bearing the burden
of this fallacious trade war.

Yes, we need to be tough on China.
Yes, we need accountability. Yes, we
need to take on illegal dumping and
currency manipulation and strong-
arming and the taking of our IP, but
we need to do so in a way that posi-
tions us for success, that positions the
American middle class on a trajectory
for growth and reclaims what we have
lost since the mid-1990s. That income,
median income, has not increased since
the mid-1990s. That rests upon us as an
economic charge.

Today, industrial activity is at its
lowest point since June 2009—an Earth-
shattering year, by the way, in the
middle of a Great Recession—today,
with productivity inventories and new
orders falling.

I represent these manufacturers in
southeastern Michigan. I represent a
shining, incredible asset, the most ro-
bust supply chain of auto manufactur-
ers in the country. I have devoted this
first year in my first term in Congress
hand in hand with these small busi-
nesses, with these midsize companies
who employ countless people who live
in the neighborhoods, who send their
children to the schools I represent.

To the other service businesses who
benefit from this strong economy, why
get in the way of growth?

So far, Michigan has lost 6,200 fac-
tory jobs. And we are not the only
State with this type of industry as its
lifeblood that is showing signs of a
slowdown: States like Ohio, which has
also shed 2,400 manufacturing jobs;
Pennsylvania has 9,100 fewer manufac-
turing workers.

I hear from these individuals, these
small firms, and they are wondering
what it is going to take to reignite in-
vestment in our workforce and invest-
ment in them. A trade war that we
have now spent more in agricultural
subsidies than we have on the entire
U.S. auto rescue.

The auto rescue was not a man-made
crisis. It was part of a larger economic
conundrum, a set of economic policies
that set us on a trajectory of near im-
plosion, of implosion of our financial
banking, insurance, housing.

And the lifeblood of our industrial
base and good, bipartisan policy-
making, of which I was a part of, came
together to save the auto industry—
200,000 Michigan jobs, millions more
across the country—an auto industry
that is humming on incredible and re-
markable innovation today. I know
this. I see it.

Some more facts: 2 to 1 patents in au-
tonomous vehicle technology coming
out of my district; 75 percent of the
R&D; rampant proliferation of electric
vehicle technology going into indus-
trial parks and seeing what is akin to,
and nothing short of, an innovation
renaissance.

We are waiting for the electric vehi-
cle tax credit bill. We are waiting for
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